[Cost effectiveness of biologicals: high costs are the other face of success].
Where health care is concerned, the introduction of biologicals has greatly improved the treatment of chronic inflammatory disorders. This class of drugs is not only noticeably effective, but is also well tolerated. The cost effectiveness of these drugs means that there are limits to their use. This is the other face of success. The Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport recently announced measures intended to limit the growth of costs while at the same time requiring that savings should be made on the current budget. Recently the Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health (CADTH) produced a report on the effects and costs of biologicals for adults with rheumatoid arthritis (www.cadth.ca). Here we discuss their findings. Organizations for medical specialists should be societal aware and be able to deal with these drugs in a cost-conscious manner, including the development of dynamic guidelines and quality visitations.